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-« POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 

A GHAZEEPORE correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette 
of the 29th December draws attention to the oppres sions 
practised on the people of that city by a band of Persian 
immigrants. Though a guard of four constables has been 
placed over them in order to prevent them from doing mis- — 
chief, they commit great outrages by letting loose their cattle 
in the fields of the cultivators in and around the city, and 
robbing and plundering whatever comes in their way, and are 
up.in arms if their conduct is called in question. The writer 
thinks they should not be allowed to rove at large, and ought 
to be escorted by an efficient guard wherever they go. _ 


‘The Muféd-i-Am of the 1st January points out the need 
of framing a special act on the subject of forced labour. In 
the.absence of a regulation of this kind such oppressions and. 
severities are practised on poor people by policemen, chupras- 
sies, and other underlings, that they endeavour by all possible 
expedients to elude their search and escape from their clutches, 
The wages paid are so small and insufficient as to be scarcely 
adequate to cover their ordinary expenses, and such cruelties 
are inflicted on them that they would rather be without work 
than submit to a treatment of this kind. Only recently cart- 
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men, coolies, and workmen were pressed into service in differ- 
ent places to escort the troops which were ordered to be pre~ 
sent at the camp of exercise at Delhi. How unwilling they 
were to serve could well be learnt from their faces at the time 
of their departure. The writer thinks it extremely un)j just 
that poor people should thus be pressed into service, and 
would strongly suggest the need of adopting measures by 
which all kinds of workmen may volunteer for the service of 
Government. The best plan, he would suggest, is that the 
Supreme Government should lay down a special ruling, fixing 
the rates of wages for the different kinds of labourers who 
may be forced into service, and making due allowances in case 
of their being removed to a distance from their homes to work, 


and inserting such other conditions as may suggest themselves 
to its superior discernment. _ 


The Mdrwdr Gazette of the same date has been informed 
that dreadful ravages are committed on the road between Pali 
and Jodhpore by men of the Barothi caste. Several cases 
have recently happened. The editor expresses a hope that 
steps will soon be taken to put a stop to the grievance. 


A correspondent of the Akmal-ul-Akhbér of the 8rd Janu- 
ary, writing from Ludhiana, notices two serious cases of theft 
which have happened in that city. One of these took place 
at the house of Ramji Das, a banker, in which property valued 
at Rs. 5,000 was stolen; and the other at that of a mahajun 
named Kurum Chand, in which opium worth Rs, 2,500 was 
carried away. 


The Rajpitdna Social isin Congraie of the 5th J anuary 
praises the Maharajah of J eypore for his wise and able admin- 
istration, his justice and generosity, and the various liberal 
schemes set on foot by him for the good of his subjects. Dis- 
pensaries and almshouses have been opened, where numbers 
of people are supplied with food and medicines ; ; jagheers have 
been granted to hundreds of persons, and liberal donations and. 
allowances assigned for the maintenance of temples, mosques, 
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and.other religious institutions; and large sums of money are 
spent in a variety of other useful and charitable purposes. 
~ chools have also been established, where hundreds of students. 
| receive: instruction. The principal of these is the City Scho ol, 
which i is maintained at a great cost to the State, and has a large 
staff of masters attached to it for imparting instruction in 
English, Sanskrit, Persian, and other Oriental languages. The 
management of the school is conducted on the same principles 
_as,that of Government schools, and the institution is making 
rapid. _progress. A garden has been laid out in connection 
with the school to serve both-as a play and pleasure-ground 
for the students, and close to it a handsome dispensary is 
being built, which will be suitably furnished with the 7 uisite 
comforts and apparatus. 


The Allygurh Ins titute Gazette of the same date, in conti- 
nuation of the article on the injustice of a sentence of the 
Sessions Court being carried out against a person before his 
) appeal: has been decided by the High Court, which appeared 
in.that: paper of the 29th December, and was noticed in the 
foregoing number of the Selections, suggests that, as the rea- 
son why this unjust proceeding is in practice is that the law 
as it now stands does not permit.the Sessions Judge to post- 
pone the enforcement of his sentence, but compels him at once 
to give effect to it, the law in question should be modified, and 
‘in all cases where a prisoner expresses his intention to appeal 
against their decision, the courts of original jurisdiction should 
be authorized to postpone the carrying out of the sentence 
passed by them till the decision of the appeal by the High Court. 


: Tn. connection with this subject, the writer again invites 
attention to the desirability of allowing the Natives of India 
the privilege of trial by jury under the Criminal Procedure 


‘Code equally with ‘Huropeans , advocated by him on a former 
‘occasion. sey 


. The Koh-i- Mii ur of the 6th January, while praisin g the 
P ostnaster-General of the Punjab for his good management 
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of the department under his control, invites his attention te 
‘the followin g reforms and amendments in the postal rules :-— 


‘(@ The registration-fee should be reduced from four to 
two annas, in order to enable the people largely to avail them- 
selves of the new rule under which the registration of all let- 
ters containing postage-stamps, hoondees, currency-notes, 
bills, or other valuable papers, is made compulsory ; delivery- 
peons and other postal employés being authorized in case of 
finding any such letters without registration to charge a double 
registration-fee i in addition to any other postage which may 
be due. The importance and usefulness of the rule cannot be 
overrated, as without it it is difficult to prevent the loss of the 
valuable contents of letters; but at the same time 4 reduction 
in the fee seems most desirable, seeing that persons sending 
hoondees or currency-notes of a small value by post, whose 
number as a matter of course far exceeds that of senders of 
coin or currency-notes of a large amount, feel it hard to pay 
the registration-fee at the present heavy rate. The proposed 
reduction in the registration-fee, therefore, by inducing each . 
and all to benefit by the rule in question, will not only put'a 
stop to all fraud and evasion, but in the end prove to.be the 
cause of an increase in the public income from this source.. 


(5) In some places letters suspected to contain valuable 
contents, which are sent without registration, are opened by 
postmasters, and on their suspicions proving true, are charged 


with a double registration-fee. Such a practice is extremely . 
objectionable, and should be puta stop to. All letters of the 


kind should invariably be opened in presence of the owners. - 


(¢) The present rate of postage on pamphlets, viz., one 
anna for a packet not exceeding ten tolas in weight, is too 


high. The price of a very large class: of Oordoo, Persian, and : 
Hindee books, such as almanacs, journals, &., is often one 


or two annas per copy, so that in transmitting them by book- 
post a postage equal to, or half of the price has now to be paid, 


which is very hard. The writer strongly recommends that it 
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should bé' reduced to onb-half of the present rate; and remarks 
that, as:the plea on which the’ application for such indulgence 

made to’ Government two or three years ago was refused, viz., 
that the expenses incurred could not admit of the sedectinds 
no longer holds: good, in corisequence of these expenses hav~ 
ing been corisiderably lessened by the introduction of railways, 
itis high time that the request should be granted. 


‘@ Complaints of loss of newspapers and pamphlets, or of 
delay’ in their receipt, and their covers being opened, are very 
commen, which i is due to the fact of their being detained by 
employs. to read, and then passed on or. embeniled. Steps 
should be. taken’ to remove the abuse, and in case of any cover 
being found torn, or ‘other proofs being found of its having been 
opened, the’ . person. or persons in fault should be brought to 
punishment. _ 


(e) The eiitnn of returning letters, newspapers, &e., Te- 
meleine.aeudibeeel:) in any post-office for a fixed time to the 
posting-dffice | through the Postmaster-General’s office is also 
objectionable, seeing that by such a course, the letters, &c., 
are. delivered, back to the senders after a long interval, during 
which they often" continue sending fresh covers to the same 
address and thus suffer loss. It would be well if all unclaimed. 
covers were restored to the senders. without being detained in 
the post-office, a plan which would also save postal officers 
the.trouble and responsibility of keeping them, in trust. 


‘The? Urddé Delhi ‘Gazette of the same date, under the head- 
ing ‘‘ Agra,” notices the death on the 27th December of Raja 
-Bulwan Singh (or, as he is often called Kashkee-wala Raja), 
caused: by his grief for the loss of his son, Kunwar Chakr- 
_warti: Singh, who died five days before.. The editor gives a 
history: of the. parentage of the Raja, mentioning how his 
father,’ Raja Chet’?Singh, rendered pecuniary aid to Warren 
Hastings, the then Governor-General, in a time of urgent need ; 
how; ill his services were requited by the latter, who made 
unjust demandson him, and on his failing tocomply with them 
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set himself against him, and ultimately deprived him of. his: 
throne and compelled him to seek refuge in Gwalior, where: 
he remained for twenty-nine years; and how this conduct of. 
| Warren Hastings was condemned in England, and a pension. 
of Rs. 2,000 monthly was fixed for Raja Chet Singh’s descend-. 
ants, with the condition that the Governor-General should 
be at liberty to discontinue it at any time he pleased. He 
then goes on to remark that, notwithstanding the right thus 
vested in the Governor-General to discontinue the pension, 

the claims of the survivors of the Raja’s family, namely, the 
widow of Kunwar Chakrwarti Singh, and her two children, 
a son and a daughter, aged respectively nine and eleven years, 
cannot in justice be set aside; and has strong hopes that His 
Excellency will be moved, in consideration of the helpless con- 
dition of the widowed Ranee and her children, to continue the 
pension. Raja Bulwan Singh and his family have now lived 
at Agra for along time, during the whole of which they have 
passed a loyal and peaceful life, honoured and respected. -by 
European officers and all classes of the people, high as well 
as low, to no one of whom they have up to this day done-any 
harm. The writer believes that the authorities, who are well 
acquainted with the deceased, will espouse the cause of his 
helpless descendants with earnestness ; and concludes with-the — 
remark that, in the event of the latter failing to obtain justice 

from Government, it will be no exaggeration to assert that no 
case ever went up to Government in which there was as much 
need of justice being done as in that of the poor survivors of 
Raja Chet Singh’s family. : Se ere 

.. The Shola-i-Tér of the 9th January has an article on the 
difficulties experienced by Government officials in procuring 
a medical certificate,. which is a necessary requirement for 
obtaining ‘sick leave. , However sick they may be, there is 
little chance of their succeeding in getting a certificate unless 
they bribe the Sub-Assistant. Surgeon, and place themselves 
under his treatment, not because the Sub- Assistant Surgeons 
eare much about giviug them the benefit of their medical advice, 


but simply to enatle them by that means to extort money 
from them in the shape of visitation-fees and commission on 
the sale of medicines prescribed. This practice is much more 
common in places where the Sub-Assistant Surgeons are na- 
tives, especially Bengalee Baboos, and produces the most evil 
éonsequences. Persons in good health who stand in need of 
Yeave easily succeed in their object, by feigning illness’ and 
procuring a médical certificate by means of money ; while — 
poor officials drawing small salaries, who are actually sick and 

need a change of air, but cannot afford to meet the dostor’s 
démands, must remain where they are even at the expense of 
their health, and must attend office or resign their post. It 
has often been observed that persons suffering dreadfully from 
the effects of ague, sit shivering in an office with their work 
before them, and the officer sees them in that state, but cannot 
grant more than one day’s leave without a medical certificate. 
it may be imagined how men who have not their senses about 
them through the effects of sickness can perform office work; 


but’be this as it may, the rules must be obeyed. Such cases 
are. often to be met with in Government schools. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Saeeias Gazette of the Sth January devotes a lea der 
to the question of republicanism, which has lately been put 
forward.by: a: party in England headed by Sir Charles Dilke. 


The writer is a averse to the system which he reviews 
as follows :-— 


"Philosophers are unanimous in the beli of that in order to 
preserve unity. and. concord among the masses the existence of 
a sovereign is indispensable. They’ have compared a king to 
a physician, who by his wise and statesmanlike policy bewbs the 
miultitudinous assemblage of persons under him in a healthy 
and peaceful state, and by his salutary advice and lenient and 
merciful. disposition pours a balm ‘to soothe and heal the 
disordered spirits of the various sects and classes of people 
confessing his sway, so as to enable them to live at peace with 
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themselves and with one another, and linked together in the 
ehain of harmony.and fellow-feeling. Such, then, being the 
case, the movement stirred up by Sir Charles Dilke’s party 
cannot but be-injudicious and unwise. What has prompted 
it seems to be—(1) The expenses of the royal family, which, 
according to that party, are a useless burden on the state; and. 
(2) adislike}to bejranked among subjects. Both these argu- 
ments,: specious as they appear, break down before. sober 
feflection and mature judgment, and this for the. following 
reasons : — 

F brat, Ain expenses of the sun family. connak | in testien 
be deemed to be a burden. on the state. Apportioned among 
the different members-of the family, they are, properly speak+ 
ing, simply the stipends or allowances to which they bave 
a just right, seeing that even in republican states, such as. the 
United States of America, or France ander its present consti- 
tution, the presidents placed at their head receive liberal salaries, 
It may be that the allowances of the royal family exceed in 
amount that received by a president, but this. is nothing more 
than simple justice; for since even'a zemindar is entitled, in 
virtue of his hereditary right to claim rent from his tenants, 
can it be right and just that a king, who is a zemindar on a 
grand scale, should be withheld the privilege’ of. receiving his 
royal expenses from the crown? Justice requires’ that an 
emperor, as the hereditary lord of empire, should bane ane 
ence over a president in privileges; ; ae 


Secondly,—As to the desire of the advocates of repub- 
licanism to free thernséelvés from ths appellation of subjects, it 
having already been shown that the sovereign is -to the subjects 
exactly what a physician is to his patients, and. it: being 2 
well-known fact that a patient, however skilful he may be 
in the science and practice of medicine, must. needs haye 
recourse. to a physician to get rid of his disorders, the care 
and protection of a sovereign are also absolutely: necessary in 


order to preserve the : commana | in a anit: ¢ and sound 
condition. 


bb invieg 


 - 
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‘ Henoé both the arguments of tha friends of sepublicanisn 
fall to the aera ‘and the question raised x sy Sir Charles Dilke 


ment, in which both Lords and C omizions 3 ‘have a dhare, 4 is 
beyond dispute the best and most suitable. | eras 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


| The Pattiala Akhbdr of the 1st J anuary praises thé Liew 
tenant-Governor of the Punjab for holding a grant durbar at 
‘Government-house on the occasion of the Christinas festival, at 
which European officers, the Native gentlemen-of Lahore‘and 
Amritsur, and the representatives of the different Native States 
in the Punjab were invited to attend. The object contempla- 
ted was to create a system of friendly and familiar intercourse 
between the natives and Europeans. This durbar is the first 
of its kind held in the Punjab ever since the establishment of 
the English rule in that province, and the Hon'ble the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor deserves unqualified praise for it. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 30th December publishes a detailed 
‘account of the same durbar. The card of invitation circulated 
among the native and European gentlemen by the Lieutenant- 
Governor and Mrs. Davies, and the names of the principal 
guests, are published in due form; the grand preparations made, 
the illumination, and the enchanting spectacle displayed by 
_ the Government-house on the oecasion, are described ; and the 
‘kind and respectable reception given to native gentlemen, and 
the pleasure and gratitude felt by them on receiving an 
extremely courteous, friendly, and familiar treatment at the 
hands of the honourable host and hostess and other Europeans 
of high rank and position, such as Lord and Lady Gladford, 
‘Major-General Davies, and others, are related with enthu- 
‘siasm. “The durbar .was held on the 26th December, and 
‘lasted from 8}-p.m. ‘to 114 p.m. -The native gentlemen who 
~ attended on the occasion numbered about one-hundred and fifty, 
and were in many cases accompanied by their children. Mrs. 
Davies and Lady Gladford are specially praised for the kindness" 
and courtesy displayed by them towards native gentlemen, and 
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for their affectionate behaviour towards their children. A 
singular instance of this is mentioned. The young grand- 
-gon of Raja Sir S4hib Dyal while sitting on a chair felt sleepy ; 
‘Mrs. Davies seeing him in this state, gently took him in her 
arms and laid him down on a couch to sleep. 


The flower-show which took place in the Government gar- 
den on the 26th, and the grand fancy fair held in Montgo- 
nery Hall on the 28th and 29th December, with the object of 
raising money in aid of the proposed church at Anarkullie, are 
also described. The amount from the entrance-fees collected 
from the visitors on both days came up to Rs. 400, so that, 
supposing each visitor to have made purchase of twenty rupees 
at an average, the total sum realized from the sales must have 
been. Rs. 12,000, two-thirds of which may be estimated to be a 
clear gain. The editor praises the ladies and gentlemen for 
raising the money for a noble enterprisein this beautiful way. 

The same paper of the 6th January praises the Maharaja 
of Knppoorthulla for the active sympathy and feelings of loy- 
‘alty shown by him during the recent illness of His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales. On receiving successive telegrams 
‘of the Prinee’s illness, the Maharaja caused the whole of his 
‘subjects to assemble on the bank of the river flowing through 
-his territory, and dividing them into three groups, composed 
of men of the Hindoo, Sikh, and Musalman religions, desired 
. them to pray to God with their sacred books before them after 
the forms and fashions of their respective faiths, and himself set 
the example hy joining the Sikh group and praying with them. 
Besides offering these public prayers, the Maharaja distribu- 
dedembematementemmnams 
_Prince’s recovery for a ans ee a . i ci 

I » who will receive liberal rewards, 


Similar gifts were made in Phugwara, a place in the Maha- 
. raja’s dominions, 
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